UNIV 291-033 CROWDSOURCING THE WORLDS
1 CREDIT

ONLINE

FALL 2015

Welcome to “Crowdsourcing the W orlds,” the short course that will get you
thinking about journalism and doing a little bit of your own in connection with
the UCI W orld Bike Championships coming to Richmond. W e’re glad you’re
here!
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Instructor Information
Course Description and Objectives
Textbook and Required Materials
Assignments and Grading
Extended Reading Days Sept. 19-27
Class W eb Site and Email Policy
VCU Honor System: Plagiarism and
Academic Integrity
Student Conduct in the Classroom
Mandatory Responsibility of Faculty
Members to Report Incidents of Sexual
Misconduct

1
2
2
2
3
3

Students with Disabilities
Statement on Military Short-Term
Training or Deployment
Students Representing the University
Be Prepared for Emergencies at VCU
Important Dates
VCU Mobile
Class Registration Required
Withdrawal from Classes
Student Financial Responsibility
Diversity
Final Thoughts
About Course Calendar

4
5
5

5
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
8
8

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Tim Bajkiewicz, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof., Broadcast Journalism and Assoc. Dir.
Office hours: By appointment
Contact: tbajkiewicz [at] vcu.edu

(804) 828-4203

Jeff South, Assoc. Prof., Journalism and Dir. of Undergraduate Studies
Office hours: Mondays 2-4, W ednesdays 1-3, Thursdays 10-Noon
Contact: jcsouth [at] vcu.edu

(804) 827-0253
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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND LEARNING OBJECTIVES
From the course description: “1 credit. Pass/fail. Students in this track will collaborate in telling
the untold stories of Richmond 2015 in words, pictures and video.”
Got a cellphone or tablet? If so, that’s all the technology you’ll need. W e will show you how to
find stories — interesting and enlightening facts about people, events, trends and other things
related to the international bicycle race that will be held in Richmond on Sept. 19-27. Then we’ll
use Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, Flickr, Storify and other social media platforms to
get those stories to the public.
By the end of this course you have hopefully learned:





The basics about journalism and why it’s important in a free society;
Some basic interviewing skills (or improved on those you already have);
More about social media, especially about how journalists consider it and use it;
How to use this knowledge and skills to complete a reporting assignment.
TEXTBOOK AND REQUIRED MATERIALS

There is no required textbook. All readings will be available online.
You will need a cellphone or tablet to complete the mobile reporting part of this class, as well as
access to a desktop or laptop computer (PC or Mac).
You’ll need to get to where the race is happening at least for one day.
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
Look on the class website for instructions and expectations related to each of these
assignments.
1. Online readings, tutorials and online quizzes;
2. Creating your RamPages website;
3. Posting content for your site, including:
a. A “get to know you” post;
b. An assignment related to best practices for Twitter;
c. An assignment related to best practices for taking and posting photos;
d. An assignment related to best practices for taking and posting online video; and
e. An assignment related to best practices for the aggregation website Storify; and
4. Completing and posting content related to the Worlds (as will be explained during the week
before the race).
Since this is a “pass/fail” class, for you to earn a grade of “pass” we’ll be looking for you to
actively participate in these assignments and demonstrate a basic competency. Although this is
an online class, we are happy to arrange to meet with you if you have questions about a
particular skill required to successfully complete these assignments (for example, how to take
good online video).
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All work must be completed by the end of the semester. An incomplete or “I” will only be
considered if:
1. Reasons beyond the student’s control make it impossible for
him or her to complete the course on schedule;
2. The student has completed the majority of the work for the term;
and
3. The student is otherwise earning a passing grade.
Low grades are not a justification for requesting an “I” in this course.
EXTENDED READING DAYS ON THE MONROE PARK CAMPUS – SEPTEMBER 19-27
Regular classes will not be held on the Monroe Park Campus from Sept. 21 through Sept. 25.
Faculty and students in the Health Sciences schools (Medicine, Nursing, Pharmacy, Dentistry
and Allied Health Professions) will need to check with their academic program contact as each
schedule will be managed separately. This schedule accommodates the 2015 UCI Road W orld
Championships that will be held in Richmond that week. For more information on the race, visit
http://richmond2015.vcu.edu.
Of course, this class is focused on this race. You’ll need to be here for a day or two during the
race to talk to people, which you then use to produce a journalistic story. We don’t expect you to
be in Richmond during that entire week.
CLASS WEB SITES AND EMAIL POLICY
Our class Blackboard website site is http://blackboard.vcu.edu, part of the Blackboard course
management system. Use your VCU eID and password. See http://www.ts.vcu.edu/kb/eID.html
for eID assistance.
Our public class website is http://rampages.us/richmond2015crowdsourcing/. That’s where we’ll
post almost everything related to this course. W e’ll post your grade on our class Blackboard
site.
Electronic mail or "email" is considered an official method for communication at VCU because it
delivers information in a convenient, timely, cost effective and environmentally aware manner.
Students are expected to check their official VCU email on a frequent and consistent basis in
order to remain informed of university-related communications. The university recommends
checking email daily. Students are responsible for the consequences of not reading, in a timely
fashion, university-related communications sent to their official VCU student email account. This
policy ensures that all students have access to this important form of communication. It ensures
students can be reached through a standardized channel by faculty and other staff of the
university as needed. Mail sent to the VCU email address may include notification of universityrelated actions, including disciplinary action. Please read the policy in its entirety:
http://www.ts.vcu.edu/kb/3407.html

UNIV 291-033 Crowdsourcing the W orlds – Fall 2015
Syllabus – Page 4 of 8
VCU HONOR SYSTEM: PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

System and are required to:






The VCU Honor System policy describes the responsibilities of
students, faculty and administration in upholding academic
integrity, while at the same time respecting the rights of
individuals to the due process offered by administrative
hearings and appeals. According to this policy, "Members of
the academic community are required to conduct themselves
in accordance with the highest standards of academic honesty
and integrity." In addition, "All members of the VCU community
are presumed to have an understanding of the VCU Honor

Agree to be bound by the Honor System policy and its procedures;
Report suspicion or knowledge of possible violations of the Honor System;
Support an environment that reflects a commitment to academic integrity;
Answer truthfully when called upon to do so regarding Honor System cases, and,
Maintain confidentiality regarding specific information in Honor System cases.”

The Honor System in its entirety can be reviewed on the W eb at
http://www.assurance.vcu.edu/Policy%20Library/VCU%20Honor%20System.pdf. More
information can also be found on the Division of Student Affairs website at
http://www.students.vcu.edu/studentconduct/students/student_honor_system.html.
In this class, because coursework will be collaborative at times, particular issues of integrity
arise. You should not copy or print another student's work without permission. Any material (this
includes ideas and language) from another source must be credited, whether that material is
quoted directly, summarized or paraphrased. You should always respect the work of others and
in no way present it as your own, which is plagiarism.
In completing assignments for this class you’ll interact with news sources and other people. Act
in a professional manner at all times, be it interviewing people or communicating with them by
phone and/or email. This means being respectful, polite and non-argumentative – in short,
acting as a professional and ethical journalist. It also means dressing appropriately for
interviews and other meetings. Your behavior and appearance reflect not only on you, but also
on VCU, the Robertson School and the instructors. If you act unprofessionally, we will take
necessary action, which could include lowering your grade accordingly and/or disciplinary
action.
UNIV 291-033 adheres to the Code of Ethics from the Society of Professional Journalists and
the Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct from the Radio Television Digital News
Association.
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STUDENT CONDUCT IN THE CLASSROOM
According to the Faculty Guide to Student Conduct in Instructional Settings, "The University is a
community of learners. Students, as well as faculty, have a responsibility for creating and
maintaining an environment that supports effective instruction. In order for faculty members
(including graduate teaching assistants) to provide and students to receive effective instruction
in classrooms, laboratories, studios, online courses, and other learning areas, the university
expects students to conduct themselves in an orderly and cooperative manner." Among other
things, cell phones should be turned off while in the classroom. The Student Code of Conduct
also prohibits the possession of or carrying of any weapon. For more information see
http://register.dls.virginia.gov/details.aspx?id=3436.
MANDATORY RESPONSIBILITY OF FACULTY MEMBERS
TO REPORT INCIDENTS OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
It is important for students to know that all faculty members are mandated reporters of any
incidents of sexual misconduct/violence (e.g., sexual assault, sexual exploitation and partner or
relationship violence). This means that faculty cannot keep information about sexual
misconduct/violence confidential if you share that information with them and they must report
this information immediately to the university's Title IX Coordinator. In addition, department
chairs, deans, and other unit administrators are required to report incidents of sex or genderbased discrimination to the university's Title IX Coordinator.
Confidential reporting sources include staff in Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence at the
Wellness Resource Center, University Counseling Services and University Student Health
Services. The Policy on Sexual Misconduct/Violence and Sex/Gender Discrimination - Interim,
can be found at
http://www.policy.vcu.edu/sites/default/files/Sexual%20Misconduct%20Violence%20and%20Se
x%20Gender%20Discrimination.pdf.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as
amended, require that VCU provide "academic adjustments" or "reasonable accommodations"
to any student who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life
activity. To receive accommodations, students must register with the Disability Support Services
Office on the Monroe Park Campus (828-2253) or the Division for Academic Success on the
MCV campus (828-9782). Please also visit the Disability Support Services website
(http://www.students.vcu.edu/dss/) and/or the Division for Academic Success website
(http://das.vcu.edu/) for additional information.
Once students have completed the DSS registration process, they should schedule a meeting
with their instructor (s) and provide their instructor (s) with an official DSS accommodation letter.
Accommodation letters will outline the required classroom accommodations. Additionally, if
coursework requires the student to work in a lab environment, the student should advise the
instructor or a department chairperson of any concerns that the student may have regarding
safety issues related to a disability. Students should follow this procedure for all courses in the
academic semester.
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STATEMENT ON MILITARY SHORT-TERM TRAINING OR DEPLOYMENT
If military students receive orders for short-term training or deployment, they should inform and
present their orders to Military Student Services and to their professor(s). For further information
on policies and procedures contact Military Services at 828-5993 or access the corresponding
policies at http://www.pubapps.vcu.edu/bulletins/about/?Default.aspx?uid=10096&iid=30704.
STUDENTS REPRESENTING THE UNIVERSITY – EXCUSED ABSENCES
Students who represent the university (athletes and others) do not choose their schedules.
Student athletes are required to attend games and/or meets. All student athletes should provide
their schedules to their instructors at the beginning of the semester. The Intercollegiate Athletic
Council strongly encourages faculty to treat missed classes or exams (because of a scheduling
conflict) as excused absences and urges faculty to work with the students to make up the work
or exam.
WHAT TO KNOW AND DO TO BE PREPARED FOR EMERGENCIES AT VCU
 Sign up to receive VCU text messaging alerts at http://www.vcu.edu/alert/notify. Keep
your information up-to-date. W ithin the classroom, the professor will keep his or her
phone on to receive any emergency transmissions.
 Know the safe evacuation route from each of your classrooms. Emergency evacuation
routes are posted in on-campus classrooms.
 Listen for and follow instructions from VCU or other designated authorities. W ithin the
classroom, follow your professor's instructions.
 Know where to go for additional emergency information (http://www.vcu.edu/alert).
 Know the emergency phone number for the VCU Police (828-1234). Report suspicious
activities and objects.
 Keep your permanent address and emergency contact information current in eServices.
IMPORTANT DATES
Important dates for the Fall 2015 semester are available at:
http://academiccalendars.vcu.edu/ac_fullViewAll.asp?term=Fall+2015
VCU MOBILE
The VCU Mobile application is a valuable tool to get the latest VCU information on the go. The
application contains helpful information including the VCU directory, events, course schedules,
campus maps, athletics and general VCU news, emergency information, library resources,
Blackboard and more. To download the application on your smartphone or for more information,
please visit http://m.vcu.edu.
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CLASS REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE
Students may attend only those classes for which they have registered. Faculty may not add
students to class rosters. Therefore, if students are attending a class for which they have not
registered, they must stop attending.
WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASSES
Before withdrawing from classes, students should consult their instructor as well as other
appropriate university offices. W ithdrawing from classes may negatively impact a student’s
financial aid award and his or her semester charges. To discuss financial aid and the student
bill, visit the Student Services Center (http://ssc.vcu.edu/) at 1015 Floyd Avenue (Harris Hall)
and/or contact your financial aid counselor regarding the impact on your financial aid.
STUDENT FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Students assume the responsibility of full payment of tuition and fees generated from their
registration and all charges for housing and dining services, and other applicable miscellaneous
charges. Students are ultimately responsible for any unpaid balance on their account as a result
of the University Financial Aid Office or their third party sponsor canceling or reducing their
award(s).
DIVERSITY
It is vital that students in this course broaden their journalism/mass
communications experiences, with guidance from the instructors, by including in
their course work people and subjects such as ethnic, racial and religious
minorities, the disabled and disadvantaged; gay men and lesbians, and other
similar groups. This includes, but is not limited to developing a sensitivity to
language and images that may create an appearance of bias. The intent is to
ensure that student work reflects the diversity of the community, and that
students are exposed to diverse ideas and perspectives. In this class, it is the responsibility of
the instructor and students to foster an environment that supports free expression.
The VCU Robertson School of Media and Culture is committed to diversity in all aspects of its
program, including providing a climate of inclusion, as well as addressing student and faculty
hiring and retention, curriculum, research and scholarship; and outreach and service. Students
are encouraged to review the School’s Diversity Plan posted on the School’s website at
http://robertson.vcu.edu/about/connect/diversity-plan/.
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FINAL THOUGHTS
As your professors we care about you as a student and about your work,
and we are dedicated to your success—but we can’t do it alone. Care about
what you do for this class and be dedicated to your own success.
Life is about choices and priorities, so make choices that match your
priorities. Haven’t chosen priorities yet? You should or others will choose
them for you. Don’t feel like you’re making choices? You do, every day,
whether you realize it or not. In the words of the rock group Rush, “If you
choose not to decide, you still have make a choice” (from “Free W ill”). Or
from Professor Dumbledore in the movie Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets, “It is not our abilities that show what we truly are. It is our choices.”
Having a satisfying life includes making smart choices guided by worthwhile priorities that have
constructive outcomes. Your choices about this class strongly influence your final grade, not to
mention influencing the quality of our class projects. W e hope you choose to earn a high grade
and produce amazing content, which translates to making smart choices about attending,
participating, managing your time outside of class and producing quality work you’ll be proud to
call your own. It’s your choice.
ABOUT THE COURSE CALENDAR
This is in a separate document, “Course Calendar,” posted on our class site along with this
syllabus that outlines the activities and learning goals for each class, as well as a complete
schedule of when assignments are due.
###

