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Profile:
• Multimedia journalist with experience in reporting on politics and social issues
• Native Spanish speaker, comfortable conducting interviews and writing in Spanish
• Proficient in graphic design
Relevant Experience:
State Government Reporter
January 2017 - May 2017
Capital News Service
Richmond, VA
• Extensively covered the Virginia General Assembly
• Regularly had stories distributed to outlets nationwide by the Associated Press
• Repeatedly had my stories featured in the Washington Post
• Became proficient in writing breaking news as well as feature stories relating to state government
Contributor
August 2016 - December 2016
WTVR CBS 6 News
Richmond, VA
• Extensively covered the 2016 Richmond city mayoral election
• Interviewed Richmond city mayor Levar Stoney
• Became proficient in utilizing social media as a reporting tool
• Gained experience filming and editing video interviews to accompany articles
Editorial Intern
August 2016 - December 2016
Richmond Magazine
Richmond, VA
• Gained experience writing short articles for print
• Wrote long-form stories on topics like the closing of a local public park and its impact on the homeless
population, and the current effort to establish universities across the nation as sanctuary campuses
• Collaborated with editors from all over the newsroom, from local news to arts and entertainment
Social Media Intern
August 2015 - October 2015
Richmond Times-Dispatch
Richmond, VA
• Managed a social media campaign based around the 2015 UCI Road World Championships
• Gained experience working in a high volume newsroom
• Worked closely with the editorial team of a major Virginia publication
• Became proficient in working with mass social media managing platforms
Additional Experience:
Richmond Public Schools - Richmond, VA
Sacred Heart Center - Richmond, VA

Translator
Mentor

November 2015 - Present
September 2015 - Present

Leadership:
Political Latinxs United for Movement and Action in Society @ VCU
Founder
Skills:
August 2015 - Present
Language: Spanish - Native Speaker
Journalism Specialities: Writing in AP style, Political reporting, Social media-based reporting
Proficient in: Microsoft Office Suite, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator,
Adobe InDesign, Adobe Premier, Adobe Audition
Education:
Virginia Commonwealth University - Richmond, VA
GPA: 3.5
Bachelors of Science in Mass Communications, Concentration: Multimedia Journalism
May 2017
Minor: Latin American Studies
Honors: Dean's List — Fall 2014 to Spring 2017
4.0 Semester GPA — Summer 2015 to Summer 2016
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Immigration advocates win
and lose
By Rodrigo Arriaza | AP February 1

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia colleges won’t be forced to give federal authorities sensitive details about students who may be
undocumented immigrants, after a legislative subcommittee killed a bill opposed by immigration advocates.
However, another panel killed legislation that immigration advocates had wanted: It would have allowed eligible
undocumented students to pay instate college tuition.
The House Higher Education Subcommittee voted Tuesday to kill HB 2001 and HB 2004, which were aimed at gathering
personal information about undocumented college students. Both measures were sponsored by Del. Charles R. Poindexter, R
Franklin County.
The subcommittee also voted to refer HB 1857, the instate tuition proposal, to the House Appropriations Committee. On
Wednesday, an Appropriations subcommittee killed the bill, which was sponsored by Del. Alfonso Lopez, DArlington.
HB 2001 would have required college and university officials and faculty members to cooperate with U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement in identifying and detaining undocumented students. HB 2004 would have required state colleges and
universities to file annual reports to the governor and General Assembly on the number of undocumented students enrolled in
their institutions.
Dozens of opponents of Poindexter’s legislation attended the subcommittee’s meeting, filling the seats in the room and spilling
out into the hallway. They included proimmigrant activists, professors and young people protected from deportation under
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.
DACA was the Obama administration’s 2012 executive order allowing young undocumented immigrants to work, pay taxes,
drive and attend college with instate tuition. The Trump administration has vowed to overturn the policy.
“By requiring that professors and other employees at public institutions cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers, you force DACA students to go back into hiding,” said Allison EsquenRoca, a DACA student at the
College of William and Mary. “You also force us to lose one of the last lines of support that we have, and create a hostile
environment not conducive to learning.”

Catherine Carey, a Williamsburg resident who started an online petition that has garnered more than 2,640 signatures against
HB 2001, also spoke against the legislation. She said the bills would ruin any trust between professors and students.
“If we have teachers enforcing immigration law, that is going to destroy the relationship between students and teachers,” Carey
said. “No one wants a teacher acting as a policeman in the classroom.”
At the start of the meeting, Poindexter asked that HB 2004 be stricken, essentially withdrawing it. But he defended HB 2001,
saying he wanted to make sure colleges follow federal law.
“I heard a statement that was very disturbing, and I think it should disturb everyone in the room: ‘We don’t want the law
enforced.’ That is incomprehensible in the United States of America,” Poindexter said. “I understand opposition to the bill, but
to say that we don’t want the law enforced in incomprehensible.”
The subcommittee also decided to refer Lopez’ proposal, HB 1857, to the House Appropriations Committee. That bill seeks to
ensure that DACA recipients can continue paying instate tuition in Virginia.
According to the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, there are 1,280 undocumented students enrolled in colleges
throughout Virginia, Lopez said. He said college would not be a realistic option for many of these students if they had to pay
outofstate tuition.
“States are required to provide all students with a K12 education regardless of immigration status,” Lopez said. Unless the
state takes action, “we will essentially be putting up a stop sign to these children, saying, ‘Thank you for your hard work, thank
you for doing well in school, but your dreams need to stop.’ This is devastating for future social and economic mobility.”
Lopez said denying instate tuition to undocumented students would be a waste of the money that the state has invested in
their primary and secondary education.
“To nurture and educate these students from elementary to high school, only to turn them away when they reach higher
education, is not only a waste of money, but also a waste of great talent and potential,” Lopez said.
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Del. James Massie, RRichmond, opposed Lopez’s bill. He said the panel should wait for the federal government’s decision on
DACA.
“They are already getting the instate tuition, so I think my position is that we ought to wait and see what the federal
government does,” Massie said. “Let’s wait and see what they do, and in a year we can take another look at it.”

Jacky Cortes Nava, a DACA student attending the University of Virginia, said living in fear of losing her instate tuition has
affected her studies and emotional wellbeing.

“It’s not fair that we have to get distracted almost every single day from our studies,” she said. “It’s not good for our emotional
or mental health that we have to wake up every day, fearing that the next day we’re not going to be able to continue with our
studies.”
Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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The African, Hindu and Roman goddesses who
inspired Beyoncé’s stunning Grammy performance
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this month, the singer's Grammy performance was packed with artistic nods
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Bills would help, hurt
undocumented immigrants
By Rodrigo Arriaza I AP January 20

RICHMOND, Va. - Three bills that would help undocumented immigrants, and one that would hurt them, have been
introduced in the Virginia General Assembly as state legislators tackle an issue that loomed large during the presidential
election.
HB 1857 would protect in-state tuition for undocumented students, while HB 2001 seeks to root out such students from
Virginia's public colleges and universities. HB 1682 would allow undocumented immigrants to get temporary driver's licenses,
as long as they are paying taxes and have auto insurance. Finally, HB 1779 would expand the state's definition of a hate crime to
violence based on someone's immigration status.
The flurry of legislation comes at a time when civil rights groups say there has been an increase in assaults and abuse against
undocumented immigrants. They see a correlation between the hostile climate and the rhetoric of President Trump.
"This has happened at a higher rate since Trump got elected ," Rodrigo Velasquez, field coordinator for the Virginia Latina
Advocacy Network, said as he participated in the Virginfa Day of Student Resistance on Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
"Even today, we had a rally with New Virginia Majo rity. And

flS

the students were rallying, some of the people at the General

Assembly were wearing 'Make America Great Again' hats and cb.mtin g, 'Build the wall, build the wall,"' Velasquez said.
"So it's obviously targeted, and it has a specific intent. But until now , it hasn't been a categorical hate crime where the targeting
of someone based on their immigration status would have a more severe penalty."
, HB 1779, sponsored by Del. Kenneth R. Plum, D-Reston, would change that. It would label violent acts against undocumented
immigrants as hate crimes, which would carry a stiffer penalty. The bill would recognize someone's status as an undocumented
immigrant as a legitimate basis for being a victim of hate crimes involving assault, battery or trespass with the purpose of
damaging property.

/

HB 1682, sponsored by Delegate Robert S. Bloxom, Jr., R-Mappsville, would grant driver's licenses to undocumented
immigrants living in Virginia. The bill would allow undocumented immigrants to receive temporary licenses for one year, as

"l

long as the applicant "has established residency in the Commonwealth, has filed an income tax return with the Commonwealth
has registered with the Department of Homeland Security" and can provide proof of a car insurance policy.

,

Velasquez said the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles has studied the impact of such policies in other states. He said DMV
found that "road safety actually increased when folks have driver's licenses, and that they actually stick around in instances of
accidents."
Without a legal way to drive in Virginia, undocumented workers often flee the scene of an accident because they fear getting
detained and deported, Velasquez said.
In states where undocumented immigrants can obtain driver's licenses, they "actually stayed at the scenes of accidents to make
sure that they do all the proper reporting and filing with the insurance companies," Velasquez said.
HB 1682 may have an uncertain fate in the General Assembly. On Wednesday, the Senate Transportation Committee voted 7-6
to kill a similar bill (SB 1345). It would have allowed undocumented immigrants to apply for a "driver privilege card."
In addition, two House bills would affect undocumented students attending the state's institutions of higher education.
HB 1857 would allow undocumented students to pay in-state tuition in Virginia. The bill seeks to help immigrants who have
been protected from deportation by President Obama's

2012

President Trump has said he will revoke DACAduring his first

executive order called Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.
100

days in office.

The affected students are often called DREA}1Iers , after a proposed federal law that would have given them legal residency.
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Under Obama's DACAorder, DREAMers qualify for in-state tuition. HB 1857, sponsored by Del. Alfonso H. Lopez, DArlington, would ensure that continues if Trump overturns DACA Otherwise, undocumented students attending college would
have to pay international student rates, which are often two to three times as much as in-state tuition.
While Lopez has filed a bill that would assist undocumented students, Del. Charles R. Poindexter, R-Glade Hill, is sponsoring a
measure that targets them. HB 2001 would allow federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers to enter public
college campuses and require schools to help identify and apprehend DREAMers.
Poindexter's bill would undercut efforts by students around the state to establish "sanctuary campuses." Since Trump's
election, student organizations have urged college administrators to declare their campuses as sanctuaries for DREAMers. This
means that the school's faculty would work to protect such students and would refuse to provide sensitive information about
them to ICE.
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cominittees in the House of Delegates will consider the bills during the coming week. HB 1857 and HB 2001 have been assigned
to th e House Education Committee; HB l682 is being considered by the House Transportation Committee ; and HB 1779 is

before the House

courts

. Committee
. .
of Justice

Copyright 2017The Associated Press . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast , rewritten or
redistributed.
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Advocates applaud governor’s vow to veto anti-’sanctuary’
bills
www.vagazette.com /news/vanews-advocates-applaud-governor-s-vow-to-veto-anti-sanctuary-bills-20170209story.html
Rodrigo ArriazaCapital News Service
RICHMOND – Advocates for undocumented immigrants are praising Gov. Terry McAuliffe after his promise to veto
Republican-backed legislation prohibiting local governments from becoming “sanctuary cities.”
Progress Virginia and New Virginia Majority, which advocate for the rights of undocumented immigrants, criticized
bills passed by the House and Senate on party-line votes this week. The bills state that localities must not restrict
the enforcement of federal immigration laws and must cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
The governor’s spokesman, Brian Coy, told The Associated Press on Tuesday that McAuliffe would veto any
measure forcing localities to enforce federal immigration laws. Coy said the governor views the bills as “attempts to
divide and demonize people.”
Tram Nguyen, co-executive director of New Virginia Majority, praised that statement.
“In the face of attempts from D.C. to divide our communities, it’s more important than ever that we celebrate diversity
and remain open and welcoming to immigrants,” Nguyen said.
“People come to America from around the world to seek a better life and flee war, persecution, poverty and so much
more. Thank you to Gov. McAuliffe for standing up for every Virginian and pledging to veto these outrageous
attacks.”
McAuliffe vowed to veto two immigration-related bills:
●
HB 2000, sponsored by Del. Charles Poindexter, R-Franklin County, would prohibit any city in the state from
declaring itself as a sanctuary for undocumented immigrants. Sanctuary cities like New York City, Chicago and San
Francisco have promised not to cooperate with ICE in detaining and deporting undocumented immigrants. The
House passed the bill, 66-33, on Tuesday.
●
SB 1262, sponsored by Sen. Richard Black, R-Loudoun, would make a sanctuary city liable for “tortious injury
to persons or property caused by an illegal alien within such locality.” The Senate approved the measure, 21-19, on
Monday.
In defense of his bill, Black said that he believes sanctuary policies serve as a “shield” for undocumented criminals.
“Under this bill, if you have a jurisdiction that’s deliberately gone out to harbor whatever murderers, robbers, drunk
drivers – people who are subject to deportation by federal immigration law, and they set up a shield for them to avoid
federal law – then the victims who suffer from that policy will have the opportunity to be reimbursed by that locality,”
Black said.
Democratic Sen. Richard Saslaw of Fairfax County disputed Black’s statement.
“The reference that all these counties are harboring all these murderers and armed robbers and rapists and the
variety – implying that basically that’s what undocumented people are – to put it mildly is sheer nonsense,” Saslaw
said.

1/2

Black said the intent of his bill is to make sure federal laws are being enforced.
“What it does is, it prevents the situation that is becoming increasingly common throughout the country, where you
have localities that say, ‘We don’t care what the federal law says, we don’t like federal immigration law, and we invite
people to come here and we’re going to shield you from legal process,’” Black said.
The governor’s statement to veto such legislation comes days after Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney, former secretary
of the commonwealth under McAuliffe, signed a directive affirming that the Richmond Police Department will not
consent to participate with ICE and will not ask suspects and detainees about their immigration status.
“In our interactions as representatives of our city, all employees will focus on the needs and safety of our residents,
not on their legal status, and will advocate and promote their wellbeing,” Stoney said in his mayoral directive.
Anna Scholl, executive director for Progress Virginia, said McAuliffe’s promise to veto the anti-sanctuary legislation
shows that Virginia will not follow in the footsteps of anti-immigrant policies being put in place by the Trump
administration.
“While politicians in D.C. try to slam the door shut on immigrants and refugees, Gov. McAuliffe is clearly standing up
to say, ‘You are welcome here,’” Scholl said. “We applaud the governor for rejecting divisive proposals born out of
fear that would close our doors to friends and neighbors.”
Copyright © 2017, The Virginia Gazette
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Assembly Passes Bill to Prevent Identity Theft
usnews.com/news/virginia/articles/2017-02-15/assembly-passes-bill-to-prevent-identity-theft

By RODRIGO ARRIAZA, Capital News Service
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A bill that seeks to protect Virginians from losing their income tax refunds to identity thieves
won final approval Wednesday in the General Assembly.
The bill's sponsor, Del. Mark Keam, D-Vienna, said thieves can steal information from the payroll system of an
employer or payroll service and use it to claim a state income tax refund before the real taxpayer files a legitimate
return.
"Incidents of cyber hacking and data breach are becoming way too common, and criminals are using every
opportunity to prey on innocent Virginians," Keam said.
His legislation, HB 2113, passed unanimously in the state Senate on Wednesday. The bill, which was approved by
the House on Feb. 2, now goes to Gov. Terry McAuliffe for his signature.
The measure would require employers to notify the attorney general's office if they discover that sensitive
information about their employee payroll has been compromised. The attorney general's office then would work with
the Virginia Department of Taxation to make sure employees don't lose their tax refunds to identity thieves.
"To give the government a fighting chance against these criminals, it's critical that employers notify the attorney
general's office as soon as they discover a breach of their employees' payroll data so that the Tax Department can
prevent fraudulent income tax refunds from being processed," Keam said.
According to the Department of Taxation, more than 160 fraudulent refunds were issued during the first six months of
2016 as a result of 18 payroll breaches. Once a fraudulent tax refund is issued, it often is impossible to recover,
state officials said. They said that annually, the state loses about $800,000 due to such cases of fraud involving tax
refunds.
Paige Tucker, communications specialist with the Virginia Department of Taxation, said that identity theft has been a
serious problem but that her agency is working to stop it.
"We are committed to doing our part to prevent refund fraud," Tucker said. "With the increased sophistication of our
fraud models and increased resources devoted to our refund fraud prevention program, we're seeing positive
results."
To prevent refund fraud, Tucker said, taxpayers should refrain from sending personal information, such as their
Social Security number, to unknown people through email or text.
Copyright 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.
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